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Diane P Kandray, RDH, MEd*

rfirxlonLNl probrng ancl chirrting ar€ cliagnostic

indicrtors ol  a pa(icnis pcr iodontal  condrt ion.

Thc d a is uscd iLs r lbLrndation lbr dcrckrping

a dixgnosis,  t rcatmcnt planning, sclccl ing apfropri '

i r lc lnsl fr lnrrnLs, xnd prcscr l t i r l ! l  Pr l icnl  cducltron.

Irrobing ind rhart i rg arc Nvo rcl i : rble indicalors th^L

pro! idr nl lDcl ic i l  is wcl l  rs grNphical  fcprrstnla

tr(  s o{ prr iodonLAl r lLachnrcnt lcvcls,  l )onc cvcls,

Emergent Technologies
CoMPUTERtzED SoFtwARE

Most dcnhl plolcssurnr ls would agrce lhi l  reLo(l

ing nrcasLncnrcnts ancl crtLl t ing a Sriphici l  chi | l  r rr t

t imc corls lrning rrsks Rcccnt technolLrgici l  inno\r '

! ions h:rvc, howcvtr,  rcvolul iol l izcd thc rcpoftrnt ol

pc.r  t l , 'nr ' l  r rr .  r . rr  r ' rn( n . .  . r l l .^\  r .g

rccLrrcl probing clcplhs Lrsing compulerized softw.rfc

pfogliulrs to nreirsure lhe elilcnt o{ the PeriL (c8. Flor-

id;r  t ' robc, Florcla PRrbe Corporal ion, Grinesrr l l t ,

FL) (Fjgr.rrc). CompLLLcr iz idl .lllolvs the user !o cl

ficiently rec,rrd probing clepths es well rs Singivrtl
recession, the locrt ion ol  thc rnucogrngnal j rLrct ion.

cl in ical  r i tachmcnt l€ycls,  furcaLion gr ides, mobrl i l ) ,

bleeding, or suppuri t ion points This gives Lhe cl in i

.Lal ]  nore t in le to spend assessrng th€ Pal ients Pcri-
odontal condition and (rca(nleni needs Perioclontrl

chans can be saved xnd later retrieved according !o

rhe dare ar which the inlormation wes entered, and

then used as a comparison !ool. This is an excellent
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Figure, Periodontal charting software allows the clinician to
elfl. entlyand ac.!rate ymea5ure and documentthe patient'5

wiry Lo llacl( thc ilch,anccnlcnL or inrprovcnrcnt L)l

pcf iodontrr l  c l iscasc.

Soliwxfc prlgranrs also plirvidc thc op(ion tLr prjnl

: . r e r . , '  d  l . - . n r  r y p c ' , J L h . r r t >  [ u r  r i  c . r . ,  r o  r n s r ' r '

i rnce conrpanies or to a felcn ing dcnl jsL. Pr r iodonlal

, h r r r r , , . . r  l . c  l - r n l l , l  I  l l r r  r r , , , r  h . r j (  l o _  

 

' t  r -

c ludingonly Lhe probing depths, orcxn be pr inted in

. ' 1 , " . r . . ' p r . r p r . , ' , n , .  n r J r l c . r \ J i  1 l ' l e r u r l ,  I ' r ' h . l  r .

cnhance pat icnl  educaLlon.

Voice'ac(i!aied periodontal soltrv.rre allorvs the

usel lo save tinle by sPeakin€i into a heidsct ni

crophone. A 10- to l5-minute sessjon is needed to

calibrite the soflware to recogtize the user's voice

Hygrenists may work hands lree and elimin.l(e the

issues o[ cross-contaninatjon An aclvanlage ol the

audible readings is that the patient is nade aware ol

rhe probing depths being recorded foLlorved by an

explanation ol the impac! lhe findings have on tlle

individual s periodontal  condit ion.



ELtcrRoNrc PRoBEs

Elcrrr .oni .  prf iod(r l l r l  prr i rcs r fr  dcsirn!d to usf ol l
l rc i l  !LrmPLt. f  l fchnolrrgl  lo lLrLomaLrcal l r  nrcesurc
rfd rccord pcr jodonr.r l  toc[cL rcachnrs ,1n clcc|orr
rr  pfobc is insc c. l  i l l ro rhc sulclrs.  rn([  p. f iodont l l
nr. i rsLrrrmcrls i fc ( l \nsmit l fc l  to th.  r .ntpLLtct.  Thc
cl . ! t ronrr pr l r l )c Lrscs l ]Lrslon) lorec r tchlrolL,St LLr re
rord pr l t ) j r l !  r lcpths lhc Probc rs t lcslr :ncr l  ro rrcrL
rhf srn)r xnrolrnl  ol  pr. .ssurc | igrr t l lcss,r l  th.  l ) f . t r t i
t iorrrr  Lrsrnr lhc dcyirc lhc nosr lpp. cnL ldvrLnr.rgL.
o l  L r l r l i : I u  t c r h n o l o g r  t o  r c c o r r l  p c f o d o n r a  L t r r r  : 1 , ,
sr\ f  r lmr dufrnA rhr.rssussnrf Ir  l rhlsc ol  r l rc t lcnr.r l
h ) g i c n .  r t t o l | r r I r c n t

F lecen t  1 -ech  lo  og rca r l  l r t l r ,
l , i on : :  h i  r ve t . . . r c r /L l l t  t l i on tzcL l  t , ,
I i r p o f l . I  l ( J  f l l  l l ( l  

-  { l i l f l  t l , i t l  l l l f

l l l J  f l l l l ( ]  l i l ; ,  i l  ( ] \ I r ' , 1 , q  l 1 1 1 1 , 1  ,

r .  '  a  r l . i , , ,  I  , ,

r . r  r l  l '  ' . .  ,  L  u r l  : . r l l  ,  ,  '  r

r l r ' a  l r : r  i , L r  J | ea : l l  ' L t  l , l t [ ,  I

o l  L l r e  pc f  i l .

Conc lus ion
l l f i o ( i o n l x l  . h . r r  I q  : o l r \ a r c .  \ . i ( f . r , t L \ . r L f , l  I f  i -
l l ( l , r r 1 r l  r c r o r l r ) 9 .  u n r l  c l t r n o n  r  p c r r L r L l , , r L , r  1 , r , , 1 t ,

r : r r \  o l  r r c x s L u r n ! , r t L L  ( l o r L u r f n r j n g  l ) c r L o r l , , u , L  . , , n
d i l i o n s .  P c r L o d . n t r r L  I r o h l r g  n r u s r  b c  d o n L .  r , , L u : n i l r
L)  )  Pxncr l l s  10  l r r l fL i  th r  f |1 r ! r rssLon . l  l ) f tL rJ r lL , l ] l  I

d L s . x s r  D f n l . r l  h l g i c n r s t :  $  l l  l i k c l l  b t n c l i L  1 r , , r r  L l r L .
inr.r l )or i t i l ,n oj  rhLsc nr.* nrcrhocls r ' l  prob Lrr InJ
Lb.rr ing rnd shoLLld bcgrn r .  Inrdrpor. Ic rhrm l l l .

+Assittant P.ofetaa Dt Madeleine Hagge.ty DehtatHygiene prc
qran, yaunqstawn State UniveBity, Yaungstawn, Ahio The au
thar (ah be canta.ted via enarlat dpkandray@ysu.edu
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